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PRINCIPAL’S WELCOME TO YEAR NINE (2023)  

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

Thank you for continuing to trust us to be an important part of your child’s future.  We know that students 

have a better chance to achieve their full potential when school and family work together to this end. 

Year Nine promises to be another exciting school year.  In 2022 it has been wonderful to see the intellectual 

growth and maturity of the Year Eight cohort who have continued to embrace the ethos and traditions of our 

College. Their enthusiasm and cooperation have been similarly of a high order. 

In Year Nine, students must be committed to doing their very best in all their subjects from the beginning of 

the school year.  Students’ academic achievement in English, Humanities and Social Sciences, Mathematics, 

Religious Education and Science, as shown on their 2023 Semester One Year Nine Report, determines which 

course level they will be allocated in Year Ten, which in turn has implications for the 2025 Year Eleven courses 

they will be able to select. 

When choosing their Year Nine elective subjects, students are very much encouraged to choose those 

subjects that they enjoy and/or in which they show obvious talent.  

We encourage students and parents to read through this Curriculum Handbook as they plan for Year Nine.  

The College staff look forward to working with the students as they take on the status, responsibilities and 

opportunities afforded to them as the senior students in the lower secondary school. 

Please do not hesitate to contact members of staff at the College if you require any assistance. 

 

 

 

 
 
Mrs Lisa Fogliani 
Principal 
 

  



 

3 
 

Table of Contents 
PRINCIPAL’S WELCOME TO YEAR NINE (2023) .................................................................................................. 2 

HEAD OF YEAR NINE .......................................................................................................................................... 5 

PARENTS AS PARTNERS ..................................................................................................................................... 6 

SEQTA Engage ............................................................................................................................................ 6 

Reporting ................................................................................................................................................... 7 

Parent Teacher Interviews ......................................................................................................................... 7 

Student Laptop Program ........................................................................................................................... 8 

Absentee Notification ................................................................................................................................ 8 

Semester Academic Awards ...................................................................................................................... 8 

Honour Club ............................................................................................................................................... 8 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ...................................................................................................................... 9 

YEAR NINE TEACHING AND LEARNING PROGRAM .......................................................................................... 10 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ................................................................................................................................... 11 

ENGLISH ........................................................................................................................................................... 12 

ENGLISH as an ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE or DIALECT ...................................................................................... 12 

HUMANITIES and SOCIAL SCIENCES (HASS) .................................................................................................... 13 

MATHEMATICS ................................................................................................................................................ 13 

SCIENCE ........................................................................................................................................................... 14 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION .................................................................................................................... 14 

ELECTIVES - PERFORMING ARTS ...................................................................................................................... 15 

DANCE .......................................................................................................................................................... 15 

DRAMA ........................................................................................................................................................ 15 

MUSIC .......................................................................................................................................................... 15 

ELECTIVES - VISUAL ARTS................................................................................................................................. 16 

MEDIA .......................................................................................................................................................... 16 

VISUAL ART .................................................................................................................................................. 16 

ELECTIVES - DESIGN & TECHNOLOGIES ........................................................................................................... 16 

CARING FOR CHILDREN ............................................................................................................................... 16 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY - FASHION ............................................................................................................ 17 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY - METAL ............................................................................................................... 17 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY - WOOD ............................................................................................................... 17 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY .................................................................................................................................... 17 

ELECTIVES – DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY ................................................................................................................ 18 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY ................................................................................................................................. 18 

ELECTIVES – HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION ........................................................................................... 18 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION................................................................................................................................ 18 



 

4 
 

ELECTIVES - SOCCER ACADEMY ....................................................................................................................... 19 

SOCCER ........................................................................................................................................................ 19 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

5 
 

HEAD OF YEAR NINE  



 

6 
 

PARENTS AS PARTNERS 

Parents as partners in education ensures a successful educational experience for children. We encourage our 
parents/guardians to be informed regarding their children’s classwork, homework and assessments. 
 

SEQTA Engage 

SEQTA is the schools “Learning Management System”, that makes learning more visible to parents/guardians. 

Learning Area programs and assessment outlines are available electronically on SEQTA. Students and parents 

may access SEQTA to monitor due dates for upcoming assessment tasks and assessment results. Students 

may also make use of SEQTA to revise tasks and prepare and plan for future tasks and assessments.  

Parent Access to SEQTA Engage 
SEQTA can be accessed from an internet browser or the SEQTA Engage application that is available from the 
App store or Google Play. Once your child commences at Mercy College you will be given access to SEQTA 
Engage. An email will be sent to both parents/guardians with a link to access and set up the SEQTA Engage 
account for the first time.  
 
 

Access to your child’s TIMETABLE 

• Log into SEQTA Engage. 

• On the left hand panel, select timetable. The timetable will then open. 

 

  

 

Email a Subject Teacher 

• On the left hand panel, select TIMETABLE. The timetable will then open. 

• Click in the box of the subject teacher you wish to email and a pop out box will appear. 

• Click on the envelope, your email account will open with the subject teacher’s email in the BCC field. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://parent.mercy.wa.edu.au/
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Assessments 

• If your child has an assessment a calculator icon and % will 

show on their timetable. 

• If you click in this subject a box will pop open and briefly 

explain the assessment. 

 
 
 
 
View upcoming Assessments 
On the left-hand panel, click on ASSESSMENTS, then click on UPCOMING to 

view your child’s upcoming assessments. 

 
 
 
 

Reporting 

Students will receive a formal report each semester. An email notification will be sent to both 
parents/guardians when the reports may be viewed in SEQTA Engage. 

• Term 2 - Semester One Report 

A full summary of the student’s academic results and attributes. 

• Term 4 - Semester Two Report 

A full summary of the student’s academic results and attributes. 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

Twice a year Mercy College will host “Parent Teacher Interviews”. These will take place toward the end of 

Term One and in Term Three after students receive their Semester One report. You will be notified via email 

and/or your child’s report if an interview has been requested; however, even if an interview has not been 

requested, we encourage you to make a booking with your child’s teachers. 

 

Prior to the Parent Teacher Interviews, you will receive a login via email. All parent teacher interview 

bookings are made online. 
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Student Laptop Program 

The Student Laptop Program provides every student access to a high-quality laptop for educational purposes, 

at school and at home. It ensures a level technological playing field for all students with the flexibility of 

allowing students to learn at their own pace and ability. The notebook is equipped with an extensive suite of 

software and on-site ICT support is provided as part of the program. Students use their devices for research, 

homework, solving problems, completing team projects, email and academic course work. At the same time, 

they gain valuable skills that will prepare them for the future. 

The Student Laptop Program makes it possible for students to access a wide array of resources to support 

their learning; to communicate with peers and their teachers; and to become fluent in their use of the 

technological tools in the workplace. The program begins with Year Seven students receiving their own laptop 

and concludes at the end of Year 10 when ownership is transferred to the student. 

It is a requirement that all students adhere to the CEWA policies that pertain to the acceptable use of ICT. 

Provided Software 

Whilst enrolled at Mercy College, students will be given access to the Office 365 suite of 

applications. Teachers may communicate with students via Microsoft Teams. It is very 

important that your child familiarises themselves with Teams as it is the teachers’ primary 

method of contact should remote learning be necessary.  

Absentee Notification 

If your child is unwell or not able to attend school (for medical or other reasons) Mercy College 

must be notified (please see the example message below). Please note that an absence of more than two 

days requires a medical certificate. 

• SMS (preferred option) 0481 883 688 

• mercystudentabsentees@cewa.edu.au 

• 9247 9288 

[Students Name], [PCG Class], [reason for absence], [duration of absence if it is for more than one day] 

E.G. Jenny Smith 9FX will be absent today. She has a cold. 

Holiday leave must be requested in advance in writing to the Principal. 

 

Semester Academic Awards 

The top performing student in each subject where there are five or more enrolments receives the Subject 

Award. A Growth Award is presented to the student who has shown the most progress and growth in each 

subject. These awards are presented at an assembly at the beginning of Term Three and again at the end of 

year Presentation Assembly. 

 

Honour Club 

Students who achieve excellence across a range of subjects are recognised through their induction into the 
Mercy Honour Club. Members are presented to the College community at the beginning of Term Three (for 
results achieved in Semester one) and Term One (for results achieved at the end of the previous year).  

mailto:mercystudentabsentees@cewa.edu.au
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

I have an issue regarding my child, who should I contact? 

If your matter relates to a subject they are studying, first contact the subject teacher (an example of how to 

email your child’s teachers is on page 6). If further assistance is needed, the subject teacher may engage the 

Head of Learning Area. 

If your matter is of a pastoral nature, e.g. an extended absence from school or a change in family 

circumstances your first contact is your child’s PCG Teacher. If further assistance is needed the Pastoral Care 

teacher may engage the Head of Year Nine. 

Do I have to buy all the books on the booklist? 

Careful consideration has been made when planning the booklist for Year Nine. It is vital to your child’s 

successful education that you purchase all of the text books and/or digital licences for their learning and any 

other specific resources listed on the Campion Booklist. 

Please wait for confirmation of which subjects your child is in, prior to purchasing any text books. 

Does my child need to bring their Student Organiser home every night? 

YES! The Student Organiser has been thoughtfully designed with space for the students to write their 

homework. As parents/guardians, you are encouraged to review and sign your child’s Student Organiser each 

week. 

How much homework should my child be completing? 

It is suggested that Year Nine students should be completing one and a half hours of homework five days a 

week.  If there is no set homework from the classroom teacher, students should be revising what they have 

learnt in class that day.  

If you have concerns regarding your child’s homework, contact their class teacher. 

I cannot remember my SEQTA username or password? 

If you cannot access your SEQTA account, please email: mercycollegeadministration@cewa.edu.au and a 

new link will be sent via return email. 

My child is sick but has an assessment scheduled, what do they need to do? 

When your child is unwell and not able to attend school, please 

• Follow the Absentee Notification procedure on page 8. 

AND if your child has a schedule assessment, please 

• Email the subject teacher (an example of how to email your child’s teachers is on page 6) 

How can I monitor my child’s academic progress? 

Using your SEQTA Engage log in, select Assessments on the left hand menu. Select the course. This will then 

display all assessment results to date for that course, at the bottom of the list will be a progress mark. If you 

use the SEQTA App and allow notifications, you will receive an alert when new results are available 

 

 

mailto:mercycollegeadministration@cewa.edu.au
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YEAR NINE TEACHING AND LEARNING PROGRAM 

 

In 2023 the College week will comprise of 30 periods per week. Each day there will be six periods with classes 

running for 50 or 55 minutes.   

Year Nine Subjects  

All students will study   

• Religious Education  

• English  

• Humanities & Social Sciences (HASS)  

• Mathematics  

• Science  

• Health & Physical Education  

• Sport OR Soccer  

• RISE (Resilient, Independent, Successful, Empowered)  

• Two yearlong Elective subjects  

 

Students at all ability levels complete the same core Western Australian Curriculum subjects, although some 

classes may complete work at different levels of complexity in English, Humanities & Social Sciences, 

Mathematics and Science.    

Electives  

Information about the elective subjects that will be offered in 2023 is included in this document. Each elective 

subject runs for the full year.   

Students will have the opportunity to indicate their preferred electives during Term Three 2022. Whilst the 

College endeavours to ensure students are able to study the electives of their choice, sometimes this is not 

possible due to timetabling and resource restrictions.  

The Soccer Academy and Sport 

Students in Year Nine enrol in the Soccer Academy as one of their Elective subjects. They have a total of three 

Soccer lessons each week – two in place of an Elective subject and one in the place of the Sport class.  

Attendance 

The research shows a very clear link between school attendance and achievement. There is no ‘safe’ level of 

absenteeism. The more school students miss – whatever the reason – the less well they perform. A firm 

commitment to attend school every day is essential for students to achieve success.  

Students who miss classes are responsible for finding out from teachers, and then completing to the required 

high standard, all work that they have missed due to their absence. 

Homework 

Homework gives students the opportunity to revise concepts, consolidate their learning, reflect on issues 

discussed during the day, focus on areas that require additional support and better prepare themselves for 

the next day’s learning. In Year Nine most students should be completing about one and a half hours of 

homework / study each day. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Students explore the complexities of human experience and the search for truth. They describe how for 

Catholics the search for truth leads to spiritual growth. Students investigate the development and structure 

of the Bible through the exploration of the meaning of scriptural texts. Students provide examples from 

Scripture of how God’s redemptive power of love is fully revealed in God’s Son, Jesus, reflecting on the life, 

sufferings, death and resurrection of Jesus. They discuss the influence that Jesus has on the lives of Christians 

in their search for truth.   

Students identify the significance of Scripture and Tradition in the Catholic Church’s mission to continue the 

work of Jesus. They describe Church structures that assist people to live their lives in communion with God 

and one another as Jesus taught. Students make connections between scriptural texts and how Catholics 

pray and celebrate the Sacraments and liturgies. Students explore how Catholics draw on God’s love to 

practise Christians values and live moral lives. 

Head of Learning Area:   

Mandy Hayward 

Email:   mandy.hayward@cewa.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mandy.hayward@cewa.edu.au
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ENGLISH 

In Year Nine, students interact with peers, 

teachers, individuals, groups and community 

members in a range of face-to-face and virtual 

environments. They experience learning in 

familiar and unfamiliar contexts that relate to an 

array of contexts. 

Students interpret, create, evaluate, discuss and 

perform a wide range of literary texts in which the 

primary purpose is aesthetic, as well as texts 

designed to inform and persuade. These include 

various types of media texts, fiction, non-fiction, 

poetry, dramatic performances and multimodal 

texts. Students develop a critical understanding of 

the contemporary media and the differences 

between media texts. 

Literary texts that support and extend students as 

independent readers involve complex, challenging 

and unpredictable plot sequences and hybrid 

structures that may serve multiple purposes. 

These texts explore themes of human experience 

and cultural significance, interpersonal 

relationships, and ethical and global dilemmas 

within real-world and fictional settings and 

represent a variety of perspectives. Informative 

texts represent a synthesis of technical and 

abstract information about a wide range of 

specialised topics. Text structures are more 

complex and include chapters, headings and 

subheadings, tables of contents, indexes and 

glossaries. Language features include successive 

complex sentences with embedded clauses, a high 

proportion of unfamiliar and technical vocabulary, 

figurative and rhetorical language, and dense 

information supported by various types of 

graphics presented in visual form. 

Students create a range of imaginative, 

informative and persuasive types of texts 

including narratives, procedures, performances, 

reports, discussions, literary analyses, 

transformations of texts and reviews. 

Head of Learning Area:   

Stan May 

Email:   stan.may@cewa.edu.au 

ENGLISH as an ADDITIONAL 

LANGUAGE or DIALECT 

English as an Additional Language or Dialect 

(EAL/D) learners are those whose first language is 

a language or dialect other than Standard 

Australian English (SAE), which is the variety of 

spoken and written English used formally in 

Australian schools. While EAL/D learners bring 

with them a wealth of knowledge, understandings 

and values from their own culture to a classroom, 

they require additional support to assist them to 

develop proficiency in SAE. 

The EAL/D teaching, learning and assessment 

model shows how various building blocks 

interconnect to scaffold the language teaching 

process and to embed the students’ language 

development in SAE. With repeated practice, new 

learning becomes integrated and language 

development continues to progress as it becomes 

more complex. 

The English as an Additional Language/Dialect 

(EAL/D) Progress Map is the Western Australian 

planning, monitoring and assessment tool for all 

students requiring support in developing Standard 

Australian English (SAE) who come from culturally 

and linguistically diverse backgrounds whether 

arriving from overseas or born in Australia, 

including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

students. 

The purpose of the EAL/D Progress Map is to: 

• describe student progress across listening, 

speaking, reading and viewing and writing modes 

in four phases of schooling – early childhood, 

middle childhood, early adolescence and late 

adolescence 

• acknowledge the existing language skills and 

abilities of EAL/D students 

• provide an effective and valid means of reporting 

EAL/D student proficiency in SAE. 

EAL/D progress Map - Secondary 

Head of Learning Area: 

Stan May 

Email:   stan.may@cewa.edu.au 

mailto:stan.may@cewa.edu.au
https://myresources.education.wa.edu.au/docs/default-source/resources/eald/secondary-eald-progress-map.pdf?sfvrsn=312615b2_1
mailto:stan.may@cewa.edu.au
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HUMANITIES and SOCIAL 

SCIENCES (HASS) 

In Year 9, Humanities and Social Sciences consists 

of Civics and Citizenship, Economics and Business, 

Geography and History. Students develop 

increasing independence in critical thinking and 

skill application, which includes questioning, 

researching, analysing, evaluating, communicating 

and reflecting. They apply these skills to 

investigate events, developments, issues and 

phenomena, both historical and contemporary. 

In Civics and Citizenship students examine the role 

of key players in the political system, the way 

citizens' decisions are shaped during an election 

campaign and how a government is formed. 

Students investigate how Australia's court system 

works in support of a democratic and just society. 

In Economics and Business students are 

introduced to the concepts of specialisation and 

trade. They examine the connections between 

consumers, businesses and government, both 

within Australia and with other countries, through 

the flow of goods, services and resources in a 

global economy. The roles and responsibilities of 

the participants in the changing Australian and 

global workplace are explored. 

In Geography, students have the opportunity to 

inquire into the production of food and fibre, the 

role of the biotic environment and to explore how 

people, through their choices and actions, are 

connected to places in a variety of ways. Students 

apply this understanding to a wide range of places 

and environments. 

In History, students investigate within the 

historical context of the making of the modern 

world from 1750 to 1918. They consider how new 

ideas and technological developments 

contributed to change in this period, and the 

significance of World War I. 

Head of Learning Area:  

Cath Bagg 

Email:   catherine.bagg@cewa.edu.au 

 

MATHEMATICS 

The proficiency strands understanding, fluency, 

problem-solving and reasoning are an integral part 

of mathematics content across the three content 

strands: number and algebra, measurement and 

geometry, and statistics and probability. The 

proficiencies reinforce the significance of working 

mathematically within the content and describe 

how the content is explored or developed. They 

provide the language to build in the 

developmental aspects of the learning of 

mathematics. The achievement standards reflect 

the content and encompass the proficiencies. 

At this year level: 

Understanding includes describing the 

relationship between graphs and equations, 

simplifying a range of algebraic expressions and 

explaining the use of relative frequencies to 

estimate probabilities and of the trigonometric 

ratios for right-angle triangles 

Fluency includes applying the index laws to 

expressions with integer indices, expressing 

numbers in scientific notation, listing outcomes 

for experiments, developing familiarity with 

calculations involving the Cartesian plane and 

calculating areas of shapes and surface areas of 

prisms 

Problem-solving includes formulating and 

modelling practical situations involving surface 

areas and volumes of right prisms, applying ratio 

and scale factors to similar figures, solving 

problems involving right-angle trigonometry and 

collecting data from secondary sources to 

investigate an issue 

Reasoning includes following mathematical 

arguments, evaluating media reports and using 

statistical knowledge to clarify situations, 

developing strategies in investigating similarity 

and sketching linear graphs. 

 

Head of Learning Area:   

Andy Coombs 

Email:   andy.coombs@cewa.edu.au 

mailto:catherine.bagg@cewa.edu.au
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/number
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/curriculum-browser/mathematics-v8/overview/glossary/probability
mailto:andy.coombs@cewa.edu.au
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SCIENCE 

In Year Nine, students explore ways in which the 

human body as a system responds to its external 

environment and the interdependencies between 

biotic and abiotic components of ecosystems.  

They are introduced to the notion of the atom as 

a system of protons, electrons and neutrons, and 

how this system can change through nuclear 

decay. They learn that matter can be rearranged 

through chemical change and that these changes 

play an important role in many systems. 

They develop a more sophisticated view of energy 

transfer through studies of heat, sound, light and 

electrical energy. They begin to apply their 

understanding of Earth being subject to change 

within and on its surface through studying plate 

tectonics, earthquakes and volcanoes. 

Students use experimentation to isolate 

relationships between components in systems and 

explain these relationships through increasingly 

complex representations. They make predictions 

and propose explanations, drawing on evidence to 

support their views while considering other points 

of view. 

 

Head of Learning Area:   

Amanda Huke 

Email:   amanda.huke@cewa.edu.au 

 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION 

In Health, the content provides for students to 

broaden their knowledge of the factors that shape 

their personal identity and the health and 

wellbeing of others. They further develop their 

ability to make informed decisions, taking into 

consideration the influence of external factors on 

their behaviour and their capacity to achieve a 

healthy lifestyle. They continue to develop 

knowledge, skills and understandings in relation to 

respectful relationships. With a focus on 

relationship skills that promote positive 

interactions, and manage conflict. 

In Physical Education, students focus on elements 

of speed and accuracy in different movement 

environments, while continuing to develop the 

efficiency of specialised movement skills. They 

explore ways to evaluate their own and others' 

performances through analysis of skills and 

movement patterns using basic biomechanical 

concepts. They transfer previous knowledge of 

outcomes in movement situations to inform and 

refine skills, strategies and tactics to maximise 

success. 

Opportunities are provided for students to refine 

and consolidate skills and strategies for effective 

leadership and teamwork, and consistently apply 

ethical behaviour across a range of movement 

contexts. 

The Health and Physical Education curriculum 

provides opportunities for students to develop, 

enhance and exhibit attitudes and values that 

promote a healthy lifestyle. 

Head of Learning Area:  

Andreas Bouzinekis 

Email:  andreas.bouzinekis@cewa.edu.au 

 

 

mailto:amanda.huke@cewa.edu.au
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/health-and-physical-education-overview/glossary/wellbeing
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/health-and-physical-education-overview/glossary/develop
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/health-and-physical-education-overview/glossary/develop
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/health-and-physical-education-overview/glossary/develop
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/health-and-physical-education-overview/glossary/evaluate
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/health-and-physical-education-overview/glossary/movement-situation
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/health-and-physical-education-overview/glossary/apply
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/health-and-physical-education-overview/glossary/ethical-behaviour
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/health-and-physical-education-overview/glossary/develop
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/health-and-physical-education-overview/glossary/enhance
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/health-and-physical-education-overview/glossary/values
mailto:andreas.bouzinekis@cewa.edu.au
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ELECTIVES - PERFORMING ARTS  

  

DANCE  

Through Dance, students will have the opportunity to develop a range of skills such as teamwork, creativity, 

communication and confidence.  Dance gives students an opportunity to understand and appreciate the 

importance of music and movement in our past, present and future society.  

The course explores a variety of genres, cultures and purposes of dance. Students will engage in practical 

technique workshops and group creative choreography in a range of dance styles such as Street Dance, Dance 

Hall or Bollywood and Contemporary Dance. Students will have the opportunity to view a live performance 

by a professional company in a theatre and critically analyse the work.   

Students studying Dance are encouraged to involve themselves in the extra-curricular opportunities available 

such as Dance Teams, Liturgical Dance, Catholic Performing Arts Festival, Showcases and College Productions.  

  

DRAMA  

In Year Nine Drama students are given the opportunity to further refine and extend their performance skills 

through Melodrama, Commedia dell'arte and play building.   

Through a range of specialty workshops each term, rehearsal processes, students will continue to build 

confidence in their vocal and movement skills. Students' understanding of design roles such as props, 

costume design and lighting will be extended through practical workshops.   

Student assessments are based upon participation in group performances, involvement in workshop 

activities and reflective responses. Students will also be taken on excursions to view and reflect on live 

performances in the wider community.  

Through Drama, students will gain confidence, learn to take risks and extend their creativity and develop the 

skills to communicate effectively.  

  

MUSIC  

Year Nine Music focuses on practical tasks which require students to perform in a variety of different genres. 

An emphasis is placed on solo performance, for which students are required to perform on an instrument of 

their choice in a genre of their choice.  

Students are also required to complete group performance tasks in a range of genres. Students will be given 

the tools to learn to read simple music notation to assist them with their performance work.  Given that 

technology plays such an important role in music, students spend time using Musescore and other music 

software to record and edit sound and compose music.   

As performance is a major assessment tool in Music, it is recommended that students are receiving tuition in 

an instrument or voice.   
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ELECTIVES - VISUAL ARTS  

  

MEDIA   

Year Nine Media builds further on skills acquired in Years Seven and Eight, challenging the students to explore 

the media industry beyond traditional forms. Looking at advertising, Reality TV and stop motion animation 

students will work in an interactive and group-orientated manner.    

Using industry standard equipment and programmes, students will explore how simple choices create 

engaging and persuasive texts with their classmates. This highly interactive, relevant and collaborative class 

provides students with a wide range of future-proof skills including creative thinking, problem solving and 

ensuring students are confident users of technology. Students will be given access to the full Adobe suite to 

facilitate their learning.  

  

  

VISUAL ART  

Year nine Visual Art is a hands-on, practical year where students experiment with media, materials, and 

technologies to inspire imagination and creativity. Students generate ideas related to a given theme and art 

style. They select and apply elements and principles and artistic conventions to arrive at individual visual 

solutions.  

Students consider design alternatives and use visual art language in annotations. They use equipment and 

materials in a safe manner. Students provide reflective comments and opinions about the creative process. 

They maintain a plan in the development of an idea for a final design and apply techniques, processes, and 

an art style in artwork.  

Students will produce an artwork with reference to a chosen design. With guidance, they apply presentation 

conventions to display artwork for exhibition purposes. Year nine students have full access to the Visual Art 

studios and equipment.  

  

  

ELECTIVES - DESIGN & TECHNOLOGIES  

   

CARING FOR CHILDREN   

Caring for Children is a hands-on introductory course into childcare which enables students to gain the skills 

and self-confidence to act as responsible caregivers.  It seeks to raise the students’ awareness of the vital role 

played by parents and caregivers in the healthy development of children.    

  

Through interaction with primary school classes the students will develop the confidence and skills to interact 

with young children, identify and utilise a range of resources available to young children and gain a knowledge 

and understanding of the physical, intellectual, social, and emotional development of a child.  Topics covered 

include stages of development, play, toys, books, safety, meal planning and simple first aid.   
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY - FASHION 

This very practical course teaches students all the basic techniques and skills needed to make a variety of 

simple garments and items such as a hoodie and bag using sewing machines and overlockers. Topics such as 

how to take accurate body measurements, how to read a commercial pattern, fashion design, fashion 

advertising, upcycling and care labelling are also covered.   

Commercial patterns may be provided by the College, but many students prefer to choose, and purchase, 

their own patterns to make clothes that are totally unique. There is, however, an expectation that students 

provide suitable fabric for their garments.    

   

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY - METAL   

This course offers students an introduction to basic design principles, workshop procedure and safety, the 

use of various tools, machines, 3-D printers, and laser cutters, used in a manufacturing environment.  

Projects that will be attempted over the production time will include the fabrication of a Tools Tray, the 

design and fabricate of a Towel Rail, the fabrication of a Gate Lock and the design and fabricate of a Copper 

Bracelet. Students that finish ahead of time will be rewarded with a free choice project.   

All projects will follow a design process that encourages creativity and sound design practice. This course 

would be well suited to students who enjoy designing and making products using metalwork skills    

 

  

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY - WOOD   

This course offers students an introduction to basic design principles, workshop procedure and safety, the 

use of various tools, machines, 3-D printers, and laser cutters, used in a manufacturing environment.  

Projects that will be attempted over the production time will include the fabrication of a Jacob’s Ladder, the 

design and fabrication of a Skateboard, the fabrication of a Sling Puck and the design and fabrication of an 

Ecco Speaker Box for your phone. Students that finish ahead of time will be rewarded with a free choice 

project.  

All projects will follow a design process that encourages creativity and sound design practice. This course 

would be well suited to students who enjoy designing and making products using woodwork skills    

 

 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY   

The Year Nine Food Technology course focuses on helping students to make good food choices based on an 

understanding of basic nutrition and how our bodies use food as a source of energy.   

‘Food in the Fast Lane’ covers topics such as convenience and junk foods, food additives, packaging, 
advertising, and food photography. Whilst the ‘You Are What You Eat’ focus helps students to understand 
that the way their body's function is directly affected by what they eat.   
  
Topics such as the Australian Dietary Guidelines, fad diets and eating for sporting performance and fitness 

are explored.  Some of the fabulous dishes cooked include Vegetarian Burgers, Italian Pasta Salad, Spicy 

Noodle Stir Fry, Chicken Sausage Roll, Lemon and Coconut Muffins and Chocolate custard cookies.    
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ELECTIVES – DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY   

  

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY  

Digital Technology is an area which is seeing major growth in society. In fact, it is estimated that 44% of 

current Australian jobs will be affected by improvements in software and robotics over the next twenty years! 

While the content may be challenging at times, it is extremely satisfying and rewarding.    

The Year Nine Digital Technology course builds upon the programming concepts learned in Year Eight, 

extending them to producing and animating objects on screens. The principles of design will also be 

introduced, and students will learn how to plan their projects through the “Design Thinking” process. The 

major project of the course will be the planning and creation of a “retro” video game, such as Pong or Snake. 

Students will also learn to use Lego EV3 robots.  

This course is well-suited for students who enjoyed Digital Technology or Coding in Year Eight and are 

interested in how software works, or students who are interested in Robotics.    

  

  

ELECTIVES – HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION   

  

OUTDOOR EDUCATION  

Mercy College’s Outdoor Education program aims to provide opportunities for students to develop a deeper 

understanding of themselves, their relationships with others and the environment.  This is done through a 

variety of activities, which allow students to develop skills for lifelong recreation outdoors.     

The Year Nine course provides an opportunity for students to develop skills and knowledge in a variety of 

outdoor activities: Beach awareness, mountain biking, initiative games, orienteering, camp craft, 

bushwalking and canoeing.  This spread of activities will assist students in developing foundation skills in 

leadership, organisation, independence, cooperation, decision-making and problem solving for successful 

continuance in the Outdoor Education program.     

In addition to the scheduled lessons, students will participate in a single-day excursion and three-day 

expedition to extend their experiences outdoors.  In selecting Outdoor Education, students must be available 

for lunchtime, before or after school activities on the day of their scheduled classes.  This time is spent 

increasing the practical component of the course and allowing students to develop the necessary skills to 

participate in excursions and expeditions.       

As a large part of the course is water-based, students must be proficient swimmers in order to select 

Outdoor Education. Please note that a subject levy will apply to Outdoor Education.    

Year Nine Outdoor Education leads to the Outdoor Education course in Year Ten and begins a pathway to 

General Courses offered in Years Eleven and Twelve.  
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ELECTIVES - SOCCER ACADEMY  

  

SOCCER  

In Year Nine, students enrol in the Soccer Academy as one of their Elective subjects. They have a total of 

three Soccer lessons each week.  

Students will develop the skills and understanding of ‘the World Game’ through professional coaching from 

FFA Accredited coaches.  The program will develop core and advanced skills, tactics and strategies, injury 

management, diet and nutrition, fitness, and refereeing skills. Students will be taught the principles of speed, 

agility, quickness (SAQ), ‘How to Prepare” and ‘How to Train’.   

The Academy aims to provide an innovative and comprehensive program that empowers players with a 

vision, inspires them to achieve personal excellence and delivers success. Students will be streamed to allow 

them to develop at the appropriate rate. They will also develop organisational, time management and 

leadership skills.   

The Soccer Academy has its own unique compulsory uniform, consisting of a training top, shorts, socks, rain 

jacket and bag available from the Online Uniform Shop. Students will also need to purchase shin pads, 

runners/trainers, and soccer boots. Lessons are taught on the outdoor soccer pitches, Astroturf pitches and 

in the Gym. All students in the Soccer Academy will be selected to represent the College in Champion Schools, 

ACC or NWAS Soccer competitions.   

  

  


